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52 REPORT OF AN EXPEDITION DOWN THE

Clepns SPERMOPHILITS, Cury.

Bpermerriius triprcevLeares, Mitchell—The 13-lined S permophile.
Spermophilus tridecemlineatus, Mitehell, Med, Rep., 1521,
Arctomys tridecembineatus, Godm. Nat, Hist., vol. 2, p. 112,
Arctomys ( Spermophiluns) Hoodii, Rieh. ¥, Bor, Amer., vol. 2,p. 117, pl. 14,
Spermophilus tridecembincatus. Aud. and Bach. Quad. N, A., v. 1, p. 117, pL. 30

1 have only observed this pretty lictle spermophile on the prairies of the Cher-
vkee Nation.

Sernwornnes evoviensses, Ord.—The Prairie Dog.
Prairie dog, Lewis apd Clark's Exp., vol. 1, p. €7,
Wishtonwish, Pike's Exp., p. 150,
Arctomys ludoeicianus, Ord., in Guthrie's Geog., 2,002, 1515,
w i Bay, Long’s Exp., vol. 1, 451,
Arctomys Missouricnsis, Warden, deser, des Etas Unis, v. 5. p. 157,
Spermophilis ludovicianus, Aud. und Bach. Quad. N. A, vol. 2, p. 319, pl. 99,

This noisy spermophile is ever ou the watch, and at the approsch of danger
commences its barking, if it might be called so, for it resembles much more the
chirp of o large finck. Seated by the edge of its hole, it keeps up an ineessant
clirping, at the same time jerking its tail.  On & nearer approach It disappenrs
sl denly into its hole.

I have shot specimens frequently, but never seeured more than ooe, on account
of their falling into their holes, which are o deep that it is impossible to extri-
eate them. I have taken the ramreod of my gun, and wicth it and my arm reached
down one of them, and even then was not able to find the bottom.

These animals live in eommunities, or * dog-towns," a6 they are eslled by the
trappers and people of the country. They are In wany places quite extensive;
one that we passed throngh in western Texas wust have been thirty miles in
gxtent. Many of these towns are apparently without water.

Their food appesrs to be principally grass and insects.

Their holes are generally situsted at regular intervals apart, say from twenty
to thirty feet.

1 have uot always found the owl (Athene hypugea, Bonap.) and rattleenake
(Crotalus) with them. The former secupies the deserted burrows of this animal.

Their lesh is quite pulatable.

Genns SCIUVEUS, Linn,

Scronus Canoriseyms, (imel.—The Carolina Gray Bquirrel.
Seittrus Carolinensis and cinerens, Gm. Behreb., tab. 315
[ (L Aud. and Bach, Quad. N. A, vol. 1, p 55, pl. 7

Common in the Indian territory and Texas.



