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the body is augmented, the animal becomes lighter in pro-
portion to its bulk, its fall is retarded, and it appears to
sail or fly from one place to another, Where numbers
of them are seen at a time leaping, they appear like
leaves blown off by the wind.

THE MARMOT, OR ALPINE RAT.
( Arctomys Marmotta.)

Tuis is a harmless inoffensive animal, and seems to bear
enmity to no creature but the dog. He is caught in
Savoy, and carried about in several countries for the
amusement of the mob. When taken young, he is easily
tamed, and possesses great muscular power and agility.
He will often walk on his hinder legs, and uses his fore
paws to feed himself, like the squirrel. The Marmot
makes his hole very deep, and in the form of the letter Y,
one of the branches serving as an avenue to the inner-
most apartment, and the other sloping downwards, as a
kind sink or drain; in this safe retreat he sleeps
throughout the winter, and if discovered may be killed
without appearing to undergo any great pain. These
animals produce but once a year, and bring forth three or
four at a time. They grow very fast, and the extent of
their lives is not above nine or ten years. They are about
the size of a hare or cat, but much more corpulent.
When a number of Marmots are feeding together, one of
them stands sentinel upon a wall; and on the first
appearance of a man, a dog, an eagle, or any dangerous
amimal, utters a loud and shrill cry, as a signal for
immediate retreat. The Marmot inhabits the highest
regions of the Alps; and is likewise found in Pu%ﬂ.nd,
Ukraine, and Chinese Tartary.
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