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Detection of new hepadnaviruses is important for the construction of new model for the studies of
hepadnavirus replication and their involvement in the origin of liver cancer. We made surveillance
of hepadnavirus infection among the populations of Mongolian marmot (Marmota sibirica, Radde
1862) using ELISA system for HBV (hepatitis B virus) and WHV (woodchuck hepadnavirus) and
molecular hybridization using the probe, based on the HBV sequences (Oyunbileg et al., 1994;
1995). 
Blood sera and liver extracts of Mongolian marmots for the detection of hepadnavirus were tested.
Blood sera also tested by ELISA for the markers of woodchuck (Marmota monax) hepatitis virus
infection. In average 25.4% of marmots had antibodies to the core antigen of WHV and this value
have reached 64.3% in some populations of Mongolian marmot. 




