
‘Peripheral’ Mammals of British Columbia (terrestrial reviewed by David Nagorsen; marine reviewed by John Ford) 

Stewardship responsibility at the species level is given below subspecies scientific name if species is of intermediate (11%-29% range or population in BC) or high (>30% range or 
population in BC) stewardship responsibility.  Otherwise, all species are wide-ranging with <10% global range or population over >30% of BC. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Arctic Shrew Sorex arcticus (arcticus)   Yellow  Northeast, east of the Rocky Mountains from 

the Peace River to Kotcho Lake. 
 

Pacific Water Shrew S Sorex bendirii   Red T Lower Fraser River Valley, west of 
Chilliwack River and Agassiz, south of the 
north shore of Burrard Inlet. 
 

Merriam's Shrew Sorex merriami      

     

RR Red South Okanagan.

Preble's Shrew S Sorex preblei RR Red South Okanagan.

Trowbridge's Shrew S Sorex trowbridgii (trowbridgii)   Blue  Lower Fraser River valley. 

Tundra Shrew S Sorex tundrensis (tundrensis)  SR Red  Chilkat Pass and Kelsall Lake on the Haines 
Road. 
 

American Shrew Mole S Neurotrichus gibbsii (gibbsii)   Yellow  Fraser River Delta and Cascade Mountains 
east to Manning Provincial Park, north to 
Sechelt Peninsula and Pitt Lake. 
 

Coast Mole S Scapanus orarius (schefferi)   Yellow  Lower Fraser River basin, east to Hope and 
north to south shore of Burrard Inlet. 
 

Townsend's Mole S Scapanus townsendii (townsendii)   Red E Near Huntingdon and Abbotsford adjacent to 
the US border. 
 

Spotted Bat Euderma maculatum   Blue SC Low elevations in interior valleys. 

 

Western Red Bat Lasiurus blossevillii ( frantzi) D1 SR Red  Skagit Valley and Okanagan Valley.   
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Pallid Bat Antrozous pallidus (pallidus)   Red T South Okanagan Valley, between Okanagan 

Falls and Osoyoos. 
 

Townsend's Big-eared Bat Corynorhinus townsendii   Blue  Vancouver Island and adjacent islands, 
Southern Interior north to Williams Lake, east 
to Creston. 
 

 Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens   NR (Blue)  Southern Interior. 

 Corynorhinus townsendii townsendii   NR (Blue)  Southwest coast. 

California Myotis Myotis californicus californicus 
  

  NR (Yellow)  Southern Interior from Okanagan Valley to 
Revelstoke. 
 

Western Small-footed Myotis Myotis ciliolabrum (melanorhinus)   Blue  Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys. 

Little Brown Myotis Myotis lucifugus carissima   NR (Yellow)  Southern Interior, Okanagan Valley to 
Kamloops. 
 

 Myotis lucifugus lucifugus   NR (Yellow)  Extreme north. 

Northern Long-eared Myotis Myotis septentrionalis   Blue  A few locations in east. 

Yuma Myotis Myotis yumanensis sociabilis   NR (Yellow)  Southern Interior north to Kamloops, east to 
Creston. 
 

Collared Pika S Ochotona collaris   Yellow   Extreme northwest.

 

American Pika S Ochotona princeps brunnescens 
Species intermediate 

  NR (Yellow)  Coastal mountains, north to Garibaldi 
Provincial Park. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Snowshoe Hare Lepus americanus bairdii   NR (Yellow)  Extreme southeast. 

 Lepus americanus cascadensis   NR (Yellow)  Coastal, north to Jervis Inlet. 

 Lepus americanus dalli   NR (Yellow)  North. 

 Lepus americanus washingtonii   Red  Lower Fraser Valley. 

Mountain Cottontail Sylvilagus nuttallii (nuttallii)   Blue (SC) South Okanagan, Osoyoos to Summerland 
and in the Similkameen Valley west of 
Keremeos. 

Mountain Beaver S Aplodontia rufa     Lower Fraser Valley and Cascades to Nicola 
Valey. 
 

 Aplodontia rufa rufa   Red SC Lower Fraser Valley. 

Southern Red-backed Vole Clethrionomys gapperi athabascae   NR (Yellow)  Northeast.  

 Clethrionomys gapperi galei   Blue  Southeast, Sage and Kishinena drainages. 

 Clethrionomys gapperi occidentalis SR, 
H 

 Red   Burns Bog.

Northern Red-backed Vole Clethrionomys rutilus (dawsoni)   Yellow  Extreme northwest, Haines Triangle to 
Summit Pass. 
 

Long-tailed Vole Microtus longicaudus littoralis   NR (Yellow)  Stikine River area. 

 Microtus longicaudus longicaudus   NR (Yellow)  Southern dry interior, north to Kamloops and 
Shuswap. 

Montane Vole Microtus montanus   Yellow  Southern Interior, Okanagan Valley to 
Williams Lake. 

 

Tundra Vole Microtus oeconomus   Yellow  Extreme northwest BC, Haines Triangle and 
Cassiar Mountains. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Creeping Vole S Microtus oregoni   Yellow  Vancouver to Allison Pass, Manning 

Provincial Park. 
 

Meadow Vole Microtus pennsylvanicus modestus   NR (Yellow)  South, southern Okanagan to Rocky Mountain 
Trench. 
 

Townsend's Vole S Microtus townsendii townsendii 
Species 30-50% range in BC 

  NR (Yellow)  Southwest, north to Burrard Inlet, east to 
Chilliwack. 
 

Eastern Heather Vole Phenacomys ungava   NR   North.

Northern Bog Lemming Synaptomys borealis borealis   NR (Yellow)  Northeast. 

Beaver Castor canadensis belugae   NR (Yellow)  Coastal, from Alaska border to Dean Inlet. 
 

 Castor canadensis canadensis   NR (Yellow)  Northeast. 

Bushy-tailed Woodrat Neotoma cinerea cinerea 
Species 30-50% range in BC 
 

  NR (Yellow)  Extreme southeast. 

Deer Mouse Peromyscus maniculatus artemisiae 
 

  NR (Yellow)  South central, north to Prince George. 
 

Western Harvest Mouse Reithrodontomys megalotis (megalotis)   Blue (SC) Grassland in the Okanagan and lower 
Similkameen Valleys. 

Porcupine Erethizon dorsatum myops    NR (Yellow)  Extreme north and northeast. 

Northern Pocket Gopher Thomomys talpoides   Yellow  Southern Interior, southern Kootenays and 
southern Rocky Mountains. 

 Thomomys talpoides fuscus   NR (Yellow)  Southern Monashee Mountains. 

 Thomomys talpoides saturatus   NR (Yellow)  Southern Kootenays. 

 

Great Basin Pocket Mouse S Perognathus parvus   Blue  South and north Okanagan Valley, lower 
Similkameen Valley, Thompson and Kettle 
Valleys. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Northern Flying Squirrel Glaucomys sabrinus fuliginosus   NR (Yellow)  South Coast Mountains. 

 Glaucomys sabrinus oregonensis   NR (Yellow)  Coastal, Loughborough Inlet south to US 
border. 
 

Hoary Marmot Marmota caligata caligata 
Species 30-50% range in BC 

  NR (Yellow)  Extreme northwest, Haines Triangle to Stikine 
River. 
 

Yellow-bellied Marmot Marmota flaviventris (avara)   Yellow  Southern Interior north to William’s Lake.  

Woodchuck Marmota monax   Yellow  Extreme northeast and northcentral, Peace 
River area, Stikine River southeasterly to 
Creston.  
 

 Marmota monax canadensis   NR  Peace River region. 

 Marmota monax ochracea   NR  Extreme north-central (Liard River) and 
northwest (Haines Triangle). 
 

Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel Spermophilus lateralis   Yellow  Selkirk, Purcell, Cariboo, and Rocky 
Mountains, north to Mount Selwyn. 
 

Arctic Ground Squirrel Spermophilus parryii   Yellow  Northwest, south to the Spatsizi and Klappan 
Rivers. 
 

Douglas' Squirrel S Tamiasciurus douglasii mollipilosus 
Species neither 
 

  NR - Yellow  Coastal, north to Rivers Inlet. 

Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus petulans   NR (Yellow)  Extreme northwest, Haines Triangle area. 

 Tamiasciurus hudsonicus preblei   NR (Yellow)  Peace River-Fort Nelson region. 

 

 Tamiasciurus hudsonicus richardsoni   NR (Yellow)  Rocky, Purcell and Selkirk mountains, north 
to Field. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Least Chipmunk Neotamias minimus   Yellow  North and extreme southern Rocky 

Mountains. 
 

 Neotamias minimus borealis   NR  Northeast and north central, north to Babine 
Lake and Peace River. 
 

Red-tailed Chipmunk S Neotamias ruficaudus ruficaudus   Red 

  

  

 Extreme southeast; Akamina-Kishinena 
Provincial Park and Kootenay Pass. 

 Townsend's Chipmunk S Neotamias townsendii   Yellow Extreme southwest.

 Neotamias townsendii cooperi   NR  Cascades.

 Neotamias townsendii townsendii   NR  Lower Fraser Valley. 

Meadow Jumping Mouse Zapus hudsonius alascensis   Blue  Extreme northwest, Haines triangle area. 

Western Jumping Mouse Zapus princeps idahoensis   NR (Yellow)  Extreme southeast, Rocky Mountains and 
Rocky Mountain Trench north to Mount 
Assiniboine. 
 

Pacific Jumping Mouse S Zapus trinotatus (trinotatus)   Yellow  Extreme southwest, except Vancouver Island, 
north to Garibaldi Provincial Park, east to 
Allison Pass in Manning Provincial Park. 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes macroura   NR (Yellow)  Southeast. 

 

Bobcat Lynx rufus fasciatus   NR (Yellow)  Coast to Bute Inlet. 

 Marten Martes americana arctuosa   NR (Yellow)  North. 

 Striped Skunk Mephitis mephitis spissigrada   NR (Yellow)  Lower Fraser Valley. 

 Long-tailed Weasel Mustela frenata nevadensis   NR (Yellow)  South-central BC from coastal mountains to 
Kootenay Lake. 
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TERRESTRIAL MAMMALS 
Western Spotted Skunk Spilogale gracilis   Yellow  Southwest from Garibaldi Provincial Park and 

the Sechelt Peninsula south to border along 
coast. 
 

Raccoon Procyon lotor   Yellow  Southwest and the Haida Gwaii. 

Thinhorn Sheep Ovis dalli dalli 
Species 30-50% range in BC 
 

  Blue   Extreme northwest

Moose Alces alces gigas   NR (Yellow)  Extreme northwest. 

 Alces alces shirasi   NR (Yellow)  Extreme southeast. 

Mule Deer Odocoileus hemionus columbianus   NR (Yellow)  Southwest, including Vancouver Island, along 
coast on west slopes of the Coast Mountains 
from US border to Rivers Inlet. 
 

 

White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus dacotensis   NR (Yellow)  Peace River region. 

 Elk Cervus canadensis nelsoni 
Subspecies dubious 

  NR (Yellow)  Southern Kootenays to the northeast, 
transplanted to various regions and to the 
Haida Gwaii. 
 

 Caribou Rangifer tarandus, Boreal population   Blue T Northeast boreal plains. 
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MARINE MAMMALS 
Northern Fur-Seal Callorhinus ursinus   Blue NAR Coastal, mostly migrating individuals from 

breeding rookeries in the Probilof Islands 
Alaska to California, some over-winter. 
 

Risso's Dolphin Grampus griseus     

    

  

    

  

    

    

  

  

  

  

Yellow NAR Uncommon.

Pygmy Sperm Whale Kogia breviceps Yellow NAR 

Dwarf Sperm Whale Kogia sima Yellow DD One stranding, Bamfield, Vancouver 
Island. 
 

Northern Right-Whale Dolphin Lissodelphis borealis Yellow NAR Offshore.

Hubb's Beaked Whale Mesoplodon carlhubbsi Blue NAR Strandings near Prince Rupert. 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena Blue SC Coastal.

Cuvier's Beaked Whale Ziphius cavirostris Yellow NAR Strandings.

False killer whale Pseudorca crassidens SR Accidental NAR First recognized in BC in 1989. 

Short-beaked Common Dolphin Delphinus delphis SR NA NA Single stranding in 1953. 

Long-beaked Common Dolphin Delphinus capensis RR NA NA Series of sightings in 2002-03. 

 

Pygmy Sperm Whale Kogia breviceps SR Yellow NAR Single stranding in 2002. 
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