B2 ATRICTLITRAL RIORT.

ohserved ns fur west as Californin. At the southward, Captain 2
founed it above Cross Timbérs, om the Hed River of Lonisisps, Thon
not properly includold among the mammals of thi region, this sguir-
rel has more resemblance to our grey spermophile in eolor, and to
the wood-chuclk [Arclomys morpr) in form, than to any other known
to our farmers. Its habits are not uolike thoss of onr grey and
striped spermophiles.  Like them, it is strictly s prairie animal,
subsisting npon plants, and ﬁruhﬂhlr 06l S0mE inpects,

The prairie-dogs are fond of each other’'s company, and live

her, in great congregations, their numerous burrows, situated
close together, being called * prairie-dog towns.” The burrow is
much deeper and more extensive thaa that of wither of our two Ill-
poin prairie-squirrels,  Like these, it is fond of standing erect near
ite hole, ventures from it with cawtion, and hastens into it when
alarmed ; but, a= if it were Inquisitive, aoon pats out it8 head again
to look st the canse of its fright. Like tho rest of the genus, it
hibernates. Ita note is said to have gained it the name of ** Prairie
Dog,"” but its voice can eearcely bear much resemblance to the bark
of & dog, and -is probably more like the whistling chatter of our
grev and striped spermophiles, though perhaps less musical and
elear.

Numbers of our common prairie rutl'lmnhs,!i'l fer=
geminug,) a8 well as of & small owl, live habitually in the barrows
of the prairie-dog. These can hardly be welcoms guests of the
rightful inhabitants. Though the owl ‘]i:lmhnblg feeds chiefly upon
imsects, it might devonr the young; and the rattlespake certain]y
does, as well as makes many o meal of the adults,

WODD=UHUOK, OR GROTUSD-HO0G,

[rrare x.]
Arciomps memax, Leswaere.

Descriprron, =The wond-chuck is abowt 18 inches in lenglh from the nose to
the ront of the tafl, with the veriahess of the tail abont 4 imches.  Tha tall
ie beehiy, bat small; the owrs asd logs shert; the body thick and heawy; =
fall-sized npecimen 'n'ei.,leliug Boor 10 poands. The uwmal eclor of itha
is grizely-brown, with the head, txil and foet darkar; the belly reddish.

The wosd-chuek is familiar to the farmers of the Esstern and
Middle States, It is abundant on the Missouri River, and sxists
wistward to the Bocky Mountains, Nerthward, it is found as far sa
Hudson's Bay. In this part of Illinois, it was éxoeedingly rare ten
yoears so, bat is now beroming quite common. Tt is an inhabitant
of the woods, where it occupies TL{r placa that the ophilea do
en the prairies; and, though it burrows in open fields, and in the
timbar, I am not aware that it éver lives on the prairie, though 1



