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THE MARMOT

The composer of this song, Ludwig van Beethoven (1770—1827) , was born in
Bon, Germany, and lived in Vienna, Austria from 1792 on. This renowned
composer was a representative of the last of Classical and the first of Romantic style
in Western music. Because of iliness, he started to lose his hearing at age 26 and
was completely deaf by age 49. With extraordinary willpower, Beethoven overcame
unimaginable hardships of being a deaf musician and composed nine symphonies,
five piano concertos, numerous sonatas, overtures, string quartets and trios and
other great musical works. His song THE MARMOT, short as it is, is nonetheless
loved around the world as his other works. Its lyrics are a poem from “Jahrmarktsfest
at Plundersweilern” by the great German writer, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749—1832). According to Raymond Ramousse, a French scientist, during
Goethe’s time French speaking people from Savoy left their mountain homes in winter
to work as sweeps or drummers in the plains. They traditionally carried a marmot in
a box for companionship. Savoy people were numerous in Germany and in France at
the time, which may explain why Goethe wrote part of this mostly German poem in
French and gave it a French title MARMOTTE. Marmots are the biggest rodents.
They are found in North America, Europe and northern Asia. According to Daniel T.
Blumstein, an American scientist, in China marmots are found only in the far western
parts, such as Tibet. In the modern world, marmots have, as indicated by four
international conferences on the topic, drawn increasing attention from scientists

around the world.
Words by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

1=bp & Music by: Ludwig van Beethoven
8 English translation by: Ann & Fred

Allegretto ( Moderately fast)
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