PUTNAM'S MAGAZINE

orF

LITERATURE, SCIENCE, ART,

ARD

NATIONAL INTEREBSTS.

Vor. VIL—OCTOBER—1870,—No. XXXIV,




1870.]

on his gide and bLask and sleep in the
gunshing, amid all the noise and chafer-
ing around him, precisely like a dog.
He was about tha size of o full-grown
cat, and thers was a bewitching beanty
about him that I could hardly resist. On
another oeeasion T saw & Gray fox about
two thirds grown, playing with a dog,
abont the seme size, and by nothing in
the manners of either could you tell
which waa the dog and which was the
fox.

Boma natoralista think there are but
twa permanent gpecies of the fox in the
United States, viz., the Gray fox and
the Red fox, though there are five or six
warieties, The Gray fox, which ia much
amaller ond lesa valusble than the Red,
i3 the southern species, and is said to ba
rarely found north of Maryland, thoogh
in certein rocky localities along the
Hudson they are commaon,

In the southern States this fox is often
hunted in the English fashion, namely,
on horseback, the riders tearing through
the econntry in pursalt till the animal is
run down and caught., This is the only
fox that will tree. When too elosely
pregsed, instead of taking to o den or
Lurle, it climbs bevond the reach of the
dops in some small tree,

The Red fox is the northern species,
and i3 rarely found further south than
the mountainous districts of Virgiria.
In the Arctic regions he glves place to
the Arctic fox, which most of the season
is white,

The Preirie fox, the Cross fox, and
the Black or Silver-gray fox, seem only
varieties of the Tted fox, pa the black
squirrel breeds with the gray, and the
blzek weodchuek i3 foond with the
brown. There is little o distingnish
them from the Red, except the color,
though the Prairie fox i3 said to be the
larger of the two,

The Cross fux is dark-brown on its
muzzla and extremities, with o eross of
red and black on its shouolders and
breast, which peculiarity of ecloring,
and not any trait in its character, gives
it its mame. They nre very rare, and
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few hunters have ever seen one, Tha
American For Company used to obrain
annually from fifty to one hundred skins,
The skins formerly sold for twenty-five
dollars, though I beliave they now bring
only abont five dollars.

The Bleek or Silver-gray fox iz the
rareat of all, and its ekin tho most valua-
bla, The Indiane mszed to estimute it
equal to forty beaver-skins, The great
Fur Companies seldom collect in a single
genson more than four or five ekins at any
one post,  Moat of thosa of the Americon
Fur Company come from the head-waters
of the Mi=sissippi. One of the younger
Aundobona ghot ona in northern New
York, The fox had been seen and fired
ot many timea by the huoters of the
neighborhood, aml had e¢ome to have
the reputation of leading a charmed life,
and of being invelnerable to any thing
bot a eilver bullet. Dot Auwdubon
brovght her down (for it was a female)
on the second trinl,  She had a litter of
young in the vicinity, which he alao dug
out, and found the nest to haold threa
blask and foor red ones, which fuet
gettled the question with him that black
and red often have the same parentage,
and are, in truth, the same species

The eolor of thia fox, in a point-blank
view, is Llack, but viewed ot an angle it
is o dark silver-geay, whence has arisen
the noticon that the Llack and the silver-
gray are distinct varietiea. The tip of
the tail is always white,

In almost every neighborhood there
ara traditions of this fox, and it iz the
dream of young eportsmen ; but I have
vet to meet the person who has seen
one, [ should go well to the nerth, into
the Dritish Possessions, if T was baot on
obtaining a specimen.

One mora item from the books, From
the foet thet in the bone-caves in this
eountry skulls of the Gray fux are found,
but none of the Hed, it is inferred by
eoma neaturalists that the Ied fox i3 a
descendant from the Europesn species
which it resembles in form but surpasses
in benuty, and its appesrance on this
continent comparatively of recent date.



