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THE ASCENT

Woex Vancouver, in 1792, penatrat-
ed the Straitz of Fuea and explored the
unknown waters of the Mediterranean
of the Pacific, wherever he sailed, from
the Gulf of Georgia to the farthest in-
let of Puget Sound, he beheld the lofry,
snow-clad barrier range of the Cascailes
stretching north and south and bounding
the eastern horizon,  Towering at twice
the altitnde of all others, at intervals of
a hundred miles there loomed up abova
the range three majestic, snowy peaks

that
" Like gianfa stand
To gertine] enchanted land,™

In the matter-of-Tact spirit of a Britizh
gailor of his time, he named these gub-
lime monuments of nature in honor of
three lords of the English admivalty,
Hoed, Rainier, and Baker. OF these
Rainter is the central, sitwated about
half-way hetween the Columbia River
and the line of British Columbia, anl is
hy far the loftiest and larzest,  Tes alti-
tude iz 14,444 feer, while Hood is 11,085
foet, and Baker iz 10810 fest hizh.
The others, too, are single conea, while
Rainier, or Takhoma,! iz an immense
motntain-masg with three distinet pealks,
an eastern, 4 northern, and & southern;
the two last extending out and up from

1 Tak-hefimn or Ta-he'mn among the Vakimas,
Elishitals, Puyallups, Niaguallys, and allls] trihea

af Indinns; i3 the penerie termn for mountaln, naod
precizely as we use the word ' moont,™ as Tak-

OF TAKHOMA.

the main central dome, from the snmmit
of which they stand over a mile distant,
while they are nearly two milss apart
from each other.

Takboma overlooks Puget Sound from
Olympia to Vietoria, one hundred and
sixty miles.  Its snow-clad dome is visi-
ble from Portland on the Willamette, one
hundred and twenty miles south, and
from the table-land of Walla Walla, one
hundred and fifty miles east, A region
twir hundred and fifty miles aeross, in-
cluding nearly all of Washington Terri-
tory, part of Oregon, and part of Tdaho,
is pommanded in one field of vision by
this colossus among monntains.

Takhoma had never been azeended.
It was & virgin peak. The superstitions
fears and traditions of the Indiams, as
well ag the dangers of the as=cent, had
prevented their attempting to reasch the
summit, and the failure of a gallant and
gnerzatie officer, whose courage and hard-
ihood were abundantly shown during
the rebellion, had in general estimation
proved it Insurmountable.

For two veara T had resolved to aseend
Takhomn, bob both zeazons the densa
smoke overspreading the whele ecountry
had prevented the attempt.  Mr. Philo-
mon Beecher Van Tromwp, homorous,

Loma Wenatehis, or Monnt Wyastehla, But they
all designate Kainier eimply a8 Takhomn, or The
Monntain, just a8 the meuntaln men wed tocall
it the Y000 He,™
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here, having no means of unfastening it
from the rock above. We reached the
foot of the rocky ledge or ridge, where
the real difficulties and dangers of the
ascent commenced, at 1.30 p. M., four
and a half hours after leaving the crater.
We had been seven and a half hours in
ascending from this point to the summit
of Pealk Success, and in both cases we
toiled hard and lost no time.

We now struck out rapidly and joy-
fully for camp. When nearly there Van
Trump, in attempting to descend a snow-
bank without his creepers, which he had
taken off for greater ease in walking,
fell, shot like lightning forty feet down
the steep incline, and struck among some
loose rocks at its foot with such force as
to rebound geveral feet into the air; his
face and hands were badly skinned, and
he received some severe bruises and a
deep, wide gash upon his thigh. Fortu-
nately the camp was not far distant, and
thither with great pain and very slowly
he managed to hobble. Once there I
goon started a blazing fire, made coffee,
and roasted choice morsels of a marmot,
Sluiskin having killed and dressed four
of these animals during our absence.
Their flesh, like the badger’s, is extreme-
ly muscular and tough, and has a strong,
disagreeable, dogey odor.

Towards the elose of our repast, we
observed the Indian approaching with
his head down, and walking slowly and
wearily as though tired by a long tramp.
He raised his head as he came nearer,
and, seeing us for the first time, stopped
short, gazed long and fixedly, and then
slowly drew near, eying us closely the
while. as if to see whether we were real
flesh and blood or disembodied ghosts
fresh from the evil demon of Takhoma.
He seemed hoth astonished and delight-
ed to find us safe back, and kept re-
peating that we were strong men and
had brave hearts: ** Skookum tilicum,
skookum tumtum.”” He expected nev-
er to see us again, he said, and had re-
solved to start the next morning for
Olympia to report our destruction.

The weather was still raw and cold.
A dense cloud overhung and shrouded
the triple erown of Takhoma and made
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us rejoice at our timely descent. The
seanty shelter afforded by the few bal-
sam firs about our camp had been de-
stroyed by the fire, and the situation was
terribly exposed to the chilly and piere-
ing wind that blew from the great ice-
fields. Van Trump, however, was too
badly hurt to think of moving that night.
Heating some large stomes we placed
them at our feet, and closely wrapped in
our blankets slept soundly upon the open
ground, although we awoke in the morn-
ing benumbed and chilled.

We found many fresh tracks and signs
of the mountain - sheep upon the snow-
fields, and hair and wool rubbed off upon
rocks, and places where they had lain
at night. The mountain-sheep of Tak-
homa is much larger than the common
goat, and is found only upon the loftiest
and most secluded peaks of the Cascade
Range. Even Sluiskin, a skillful hunter
and accustomed to the pursuit of this
animal for years, failed to kill one, not-
withstanding he hunted assiduously dur-
ing our entire stay upon the mountain,
three days. Sluiskin was greatly cha-
grined at his failure, and promised to
bring each of us a sheep-skin the follow-
ing summer, a promise which he faith-
fully fulfilled.

The glacial system of Takhoma is stu-
pendous. The mountain is really the
grand foeal centre and summit of a re-
gion larger than Massachusetts, and the
five large rivers which water this region
all find their sources in its vast glaciers.
They are the Cowlitz, which empties
into the Columbiaj; the White, Puyallup,
and Nisqually rivers, which empty into
Puget Sound sixty, forty, and twelve miles
respectively north of Olympia; and the
Wenass, which flows eastward through
the range and empties into the Yakima,
which joins the Columbia four hundred
miles above its mouth. These are all
large streams from seventy to a hun-
dred miles in length. The White, Puy-
allup, and Cowlitz rivers are each navi-
gable for steamboats for some thirty
miles, and like the Nisqually show their
glacial origin by their white and turgid
water, which indeed gives the former its
name.



