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—— CHAPTER XII. —

Schools and School Pistrigts of the Lown. &Le.

_-f:‘%ﬂ;ﬂ{lﬂf twenty long years rolled a-

R way after the first settlement of the
::i%?ﬁ town, before the pioneers realized the

% necessity of preparing a school to ed-
neate their young, that they might grow up to
munhend and womanhood, and be leading wen
andl women, in the society that would in the

future surround thew,

The first scheol of this kind was cowmensed
and f;1|1;7rh[ in the northern part of Clonesns }Jj'
Mizs Polly Howe, in a little log zehool-house,
sitnated in the #little orehard ™ of the late
Jobm 1, Alger, north of his late residence.
This school was kept in the winter of 810,
The next summer Mizss Howe changed her nome
hy 1|;|.ar1-i:1ge., to that of Mrs, Joshoa (rills,

This school waz som after woved frowe here
to lot No. 143, now owned by Eera W, Clark.
The school-bonse—which was a log building—
stood upon the old road, leading from Foots
Corners to Turkey Hill, and about one hun-
dred rods north-east of the present residence
of . W. Clark, in what is now his pasture lot.
The foundation stones, of the old wooden or
stone chimuey are plainly to be seen to-day:
and that is all that is left to mark the spot
where the birch rod, tanght the pupil how to
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- lnrners.

shoot. This log school-house a few years af-
terwards was moved to the sight of the present
sehool-house in Distriet No. 1.

Before this date, the different schools in the
town, were kept at private, or at log school-
houses, regardless of districts, until the first
organization in 1820, At one time there was
no less than fifteen school distriets in the town
but at the present day they have dwindled down
to nmine as follows :—

DisTrict Na.o 1. The sehool-honse of this
district is situated in the northern part of the
town on lot No. 24, and « little north of Foots
This district was first organized by
James King, Andrew Arnold and Benjawin €.
Whitney as commissioners of sehools, Mareh
19th 1825, At this time, there was a log
school-house (which we have already wen-
tioned), stood on the lands now owned by E.
W. Clark., On the 29th of December, 1324,
the present sight was bought, and the next
year the old log sehool-house were moved up-
on it, and in a few years afterwards torn
down, and the red school-house built.  This
was succeeded by the present one in 1869,

While building the present school-house,
there transpired one of the most singular inci-
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dent, that was ever known to have taken place
in the town., This tonk place on the 2ind day
of Beptember in 1369, The contractor (AL
Keys) had several young wen cwployd  upon
the same, who was very fond of bunting, shoot-
ing at the mark &e. South-east of the build-
ing was a lot owned by Mr. Franklin Foot,
and nearly across it was a small rise of ground
or knoll, with a hollow beyond it.  Upon this
rise of ground, there was several woodchucks,
that had made this grounds their habitation,
and through the day would come out o feed.
These woodelueks was an eye-sore fir the boys,
and they long to iry their skill as macksmen,
in shooting at thew.

Ho one day they brought a rifle, and in the
forenoon they shot several times at intervals at
the wondehueks, and as it seemed to thew with-
ot sieeess, as each thoe the woodchaek would
disappear inte their holes in the ground,

Tu the afternoom some of them bhappened o
v over the viee of ground, amd  there oe tleir
srprise, found & twe vears old  steer of  Me,
Font ying in a.little hollow in the ground with
a bulles-hole through its head, It seews tha
the steer as he was Iying in the hellow, had
been in a direet line of the woidehuek, yvet so
low in the hollow, a= o be nnsotizable to the
markzian,

Thiz discovery canseld & sommotion anuwmg
the bays or workmen, as they all felt that Mr.
Foot would be vexed at thew for shooting on
hiz lands without permission.  But Providenoe
hud paved them a way out of trouble, and al-
low them to eorrect their wrongs, This day
Mr. Foot had gone to Cohocton on his wedding
day, and was to reruen the next day, on an
The hn}'.ﬂ if the IJ{"’Ig}llmrhrmd
hadl made areangements to give him on his return
4 reception as it is termed, ¢ a mid-night ser-
enade.™

evening train,

As soon as this sovident had happened, Mr.
H.'Thnrpe—a personal friend of Mr. Foot,—
saw that it wonld be better for all parties to
have an immediate settlement, called wpon his
friend soon after his arrival, and explained how
mattera stood, and soon effected a settlement ;
which was the payment of a reasonable sum to
Mr. Foot for the steer, and the postponement
of the *mid-night serenade,” ’

Disteicr Noo 2. This distriet s situated
at the head of Conesus lake, upon lot No. 50,
and called the # MeMillen™ distriet, on the ac-
wount of the school-house being surrounded by
lands owned by K. F. and B, F. MeMillen.
The distriet was nrganized by School Commizs-
inners Andrew Arnold, James King and  Ben-
jamin U, Whitney, March 17th, 1825, A few
yenrs agn the distriet repaired the sehonl-house,
and is now in a prospering comldition,

Diserier Xao 4, This distriet is known as
the Calahogue district, and is situated in the
southern part of the Lowi, wiid the house is up-
on lot Na, 83, 1t was urgu.nin:d Mareh iTl!J,
[ %23, under the direction of  Andrew .-‘;rm-]t],
James King and Benjawin O, Whitney as Cow-
migsoners.  The school is guite swall, 10 what
it once was,

IsteieT Noo b Koewn as the Conesues
Uenter distriet, und was organized under the di-
rection of Andrew Arnold, James King and
Benjamin . Whitney as Commissioners March
17th, 1823, The first sehool-houss, was a red
house with two departments—one for the ad-
vanced scholars, and the other a juvenile de-
partwent,—and was situated upon lot No. 52,
a little north of the Methodist church, on lands
that is now a part of the Conesus Center cow-
etery.

Through the winter of 12G9-70, the district
after a series of weetings, resolved to change
the sight and build & new school-house,  After



~—— CHAPTER XVII. —

Harratives and Zecord of Fistorigal Events,

T was not long after the settlement of
A the town, before the varly settlers be-
e gan the task of building saw and grist-

‘o mills, distillieries, woolen-mills, ete.,
to assist them in their wanual labor, and to
make the daily toils of life ensy.

The first of these improvements, was the
saw-mill, and the first one built in the town,
waz known a2 the © Hemlerson’s mill,™ built
by Esq. Henderson in 1795, near the present
sight of Conesus Center,  To raize this mill,
he was obliged to olitain assistance frow the
surrnunding towns,  This mill stosd upon the
sight of the present grist-will, and did good
serviee for the early settlers.

The mext saw-mill, was the Wing will,
that stood upon lot No, 104, built by Nathan-
iel Cole, in 1816, This stood in the Calabogue
Haollow, of which we koow but little about.

The next was the Purchase saw-mill, built
by Davenport Alger, about the year of 1828,
It was situated in the gully of that name, and
ahout ane hundred rods =outh of the residence
of Jacoh Wester.  Another saw-mill was built
by Hosea Gilbert in 1833 or ¢34, in  the Mill
gully, east of the residence of MeMillen Bros.
The old dilapidated frame of this mill is still

standing, being the only one standing, except
Humphry’s, which we have already described.

The first portable saw-mill ever used in
the town, was by Charles Humphry sbout the
vear of 1881 or *82. It was used upon lands
owned by Lawrence Webster, on the Marrow-
back hills.

The first grist-mill was built by Purchase
& Baker, in 1824, 1t stood in the Purchase
gully, south of the residence of Jacoh Wester,
on lot No. 42, All that is now left of this
useful enterprise, is the old foundation of the
will, the dilapidated ends of the mill-dam, the
will-stones that was shaped out of a solid boul-
der, found in our lands, and now lies parily
buried up with the earth, and through the
center, a wondehuck uses it as the mouth of his
retreat, The next grist-mill was a mill that
stood north of the residence of John Jerome,
on land now owned by Franklin Foot.  This
will was only nsed to grind grain for a distill-
ery that was there, The next will was the
Rockafellow mill at Conesus Center, which
we have already deseribed.,

There hss been several distileries at one
time in the town. These aided the early set-
tlers to a great extent, for they would take their
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