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On his return to Harbin from Peking, Dr Wu completed his Memo-
randum on the esmblishment of the Manchurian Plague Prevention
Service with headguarters in Harbin and branch stations ar strategic
commumication points throughout Manchura, Having dispatched 1t to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he then began his survey of the general
plague situation in Manchuna and systematic research into plague
problems in future vears. In this connection, a joint Chinese-Russian

research expedition, the first of s kind in history, 10 Manchouli and

Borsja was carnied ourt in July 1911 w gather mformation on tarabagan
hunting. This jeint expedition was headed by Dr Wa and Dr D
Zabolotney,
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The tarabagan (Sibenan/Mongolian marmot), whose stee 1s that of 2
Cal, Wiks bl’-'!'i]'l".".:'l.'.".l to be the main reservolr of the ECTI CRUSING PRou-
monic plague. The tarabagan’s thick fur, smeably dved, could pass for
sable. The flourtshing trade had brought in large numbers of emigrant
hunters from Shanoung who lived in unsamitary undéerground inns
gscape the severe cold. The first plague cases of the 1910-11 cpidemic
occurred among the tarabagan hunters and {ur traders in Manchouli on

the Siberian border, from whence i spoead like wildiire,
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7Y Torabapans collected for reivarch, 191
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